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The Wyomissing Area School District Board of School Directors’ work session convened at 6:00 p.m. 

with President Snyder presiding. 
 

 
Mr. Snyder welcomed the visitors and announced that the Board met in executive session to discuss 

personnel matters on March 26, 2007, and just prior to tonight’s work session.  They will also meet at 

the conclusion of tonight’s meeting. 

 

There were no public comments. 

 

Resident Scott Helm addressed the Board relative to the lacrosse team’s limited access to the fields.  

Dr. Larson urged outside groups to look at other locations as possibilities so that the district fields can 

be brought back to optimal condition for the fall at which time all the sports programs will again be 

reevaluated.  There was further discussion on the recommended usage and the consultant’s 

recommendation.  Mr. Deem noted that every one of the fields is scheduled for more than 55 events, 

and the field condition problems are the result of a combination of overuse, lack of maintenance, and 

Mother Nature.  He continued stating Wyomissing Area is a small district with a lot of sports options 

and a few fields.   

 

Mrs. Barnett stated that her recommendation to the policy is not to allow outside groups to use the 

fields, if it would exceed recommended use. 

 

Dr. Larson noted that Mr. Dawson would be presenting a field maintenance plan later in the facilities 

portion of the agenda. 

 

President Snyder announced the Latin Fiesta, funded by WAMA, scheduled for Monday evening,  

April 23, at 7:00 p.m. in the high school auditorium as well as the upcoming board meeting on 

Tuesday, April 24, at 7:30 p.m. 

 

Dr. Riedel introduced Mr. Babb, assistant principal, who provided the Board with a report on his recent 

trip to Atlanta to learn about the LFS (Learning Focused Schools) Program. 

PLEDGE OF 

ALLEGIANCE 

Following the pledge, the secretary called the roll of board members. 

  
Board Members Present: Mr. Deem, Mrs. Barnett, Mr. Fitzgerald, Mr. Hinsey, Dr. Shuttlesworth 

(arr. 6:43 p.m.), Mrs. McCready, Mrs. Sakmann, and Mr. Snyder. 
  
Board Member Absent: Mr. John Larkin 
  
Administrators Present: Dr. Riedel, Dr. Kennedy, Mr. McDonnell, Mr. Dawson,  

Mr. Babb, Mrs. Mason, Mrs. Motze, Mr. Hartman, Mrs. Steele,  
Mr. Ashton, Mrs. Whye, Mrs. Simyak, and Dr. Larson. 

  
Others Present: Diane Schaeffer, recording secretary; Mr. Youker, Reading Eagle; and 

audience as noted on the sign-in sheet included as part of these official 
minutes. 
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High school teachers, Mrs. Bansner and Mrs. Ostrich, provided a presentation on the English and math 

intervention classes.  There was further discussion on the percentage of students needing the 

intervention classes and how they exit from the program.  Dr. Larson noted that it’s only been about 10 

years that data is available to make it clear how students are achieving.  Mr. Babb noted that the 

student’s proficiency level and regular academic achievement are looked at when determining if they 

should exit the program.  Mrs. Barnett asked how many of the students are ESL and how many moved 

in recently or have been here more than two years.  Dr. Larson said she would research the questions 

and provide more information. 

 

Personnel – 

Dr. Larson noted that the Board should have received the revised assistant superintendent position 

guide.  Mr. Fitzgerald requested that more information be included when an appointment is presented 

for approval, such as whom they are replacing.  Dr. Larson agreed and will see that it is included on 

the agenda. 

 

There was no further discussion on the personnel items. 

 

Curriculum –  

 

Dr. Riedel introduced department chairs, Mr. Comerford, Mrs. Mangold, Mrs. Bansner, and  

Mrs. Gashi, who presented a brief review of the textbooks recommended for Board approval next 

week.  She commended Mrs. Mangold who completed a revamping of the social studies curriculum 

that began in summer of 2005 and consisted of revising 30+ courses.  Mrs. Mangold noted that an  

AP course, U. S. Government and Politics, will be added.  Mrs. Bansner noted it will now be suggested 

that all 7
th

 graders take pre-algebra.  Mr. Comferford noted that AP Language and Composition would 

now be offered. 

 

Mr. Fitzgerald questioned the cycle of textbook adoptions.  Mrs. Mangold responded that normal use is 

6 to 7 years.  Dr. Shuttlesworth inquired if money was budgeted for the new textbooks, and Dr. Riedel 

responded that it was, including the Study Island software. 

 

Dr. Larson thanked the department chairs for their efforts and the time to present the information to the 

Board. 

 

Finance – 

Mr. McDonnell distributed a copy of a draft resolution authorizing payment of school real estate 

property taxes on an installment basis, to be paid on or before July 31, September 15, and October 31.  

He explained this resolution is required by Act 1 of 2006 and must be approved prior to June 30, 2007.  

The installment option would only be offered to Homestead eligible property owners.  He explained 

that, according to the law, if the taxpayer were late on two or more payments, they would not be able 

to participate in the program the following year.   
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Mr. McDonnell reported that he spoke with the county solicitor and now the district can use its original 

version of the Act 1 ballot question and non-legal interpretive statement that was approved by the 

Board and submitted to the County Election Office. 

 

Facilities – Mr. Dawson distributed copies of a proposed annual maintenance plan for the district 

fields.  He noted that the finance and facilities liaisons would meet to work on the budget and a plan to 

allow for improvements amounting to $23,000.  He noted that Jon Yorgey was hired recently has a 

degree in turf management and experience at the Berkleigh Country Club.   

 

Mrs. Sakmann asked about plans for fields other than the stadium and “A” field, particularly the 

cafeteria field.  Dr. Larson said something could be done to the cafeteria field, but they should have 

realistic expectations, and field use still needs to be limited. 

 

Mr. Snyder asked when a recommendation would be expected, and Dr. Larson responded by May. 

 

School Activities and Athletics – There were no questions about the winter sports review that was 

provided for the Board’s review.  Mrs. Motze reported that the department is working on a historical 

library for each sport and the goal is to have an archive on the web site. 

 

Superintendent’s Office – 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Fitzgerald, and seconded by Mrs. Sakmann to adopt policy 830 – Breach 

of Computerized Personal Information for a first reading. 

 
Yeas: 8. 
Nays: 0.  Motion carried. 

 

There was no further discussion on the agenda items in the superintendent’s report.  

 

Old Business – Mrs. Barnett requested a school safety update.  Dr. Larson responded that the crisis 

plans for grades K–12 were reviewed.  Also, dialog will continue this summer at the administrative 

team meetings.  More training in crisis circumstances is being investigated for use with the 

professional staff in the fall.  She noted that the peer mediation discussions at the high school have 

been expanded and staff attended a workshop at Kutztown University on bullying. 

 

New Business – None. 

 

Public Participation –  

 

Mr. Joe Lord stated the field maintenance figure of $23,000, which is considerably less than $2-$4 

million for synthetic turf, is worth pursuing, and he does not believe the community would endorse a 

synthetic turf recommendation. 
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Mrs. Barbara Cafurello asked if a task force was chosen for the West Reading Elementary Center 

building project.  Dr. Larson responded it has not been finalized yet. 

 

Mr. Michael Mitchell, Sr., questioned if a salary structure was determined for the Director of 

Personnel.  Dr. Larson answered that a PSBA analysis indicated the range as $80-$100,000. 

Mr. Mitchell said that Wilson, which is a much larger school, is paying $77,000, and Wyomissing is 

spending more instead of saving.  Dr. Larson explained that the district is not spending more when the 

administrator and professional staff retirements are taken into consideration. 

 

Mr. Mitchell asked why the district publishes coaching vacancies in the general want ads section of the 

newspaper rather than the professional vacancy section.   

 

Mr. Rick Johnston stated neglect, a bad call in September, kids and animals on the fields, and leaves 

that were not removed from the field brought on the field problem.  He also said everyone has free 

access since there is no signage restricting use. 

 

Ms. Sue Jemison said she is disappointed that Bill Hartman is stepping down as high school principal. 

 

Mrs. Jamie Evans asked if it was Bill’s idea to go back to teaching and did the Board have someone in 

mind to fill the position. 

 

Both Mr. Snyder and Dr. Larson indicated that it was Mr. Hartman’s idea, and the process to find a 

replacement was just beginning. 

 

Mrs. Lord asked if the new principal would be required to live in the district because it is critical to 

have the principal be a resident and part of the district. 

 

Mrs. Cafurello asked if the Board would interview the candidates for principal and whether it would be 

their personal pick. 

 

Dr. Larson responded that a search committee would be comprised of staff and residents, just as it had 

been for the recent assistant principal searches, and they would recommend two candidates to her.  She 

would finalize a recommendation to the Board for approval. 

 
Upon motion by Mrs. McCready seconded by Mr. Deem, the board adjourned to executive session to 
discuss personnel matters at 8:09 p.m. 
 
 
 
     ________________________________ 
      Arthur J. McDonnell 
      School Board Secretary 


